
Inspection of Kingsthorpe Grove
Kingsthorpe Grove Primary School, St Davids Road, Northampton, 
Northamptonshire NN2 7QL

Inspection date: 17 August 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are happy and eager to attend this welcoming club. They are warmly 
welcomed by staff and quickly become engrossed in their chosen activities that 
reflect their interests and requests. This motivates them to remain engaged for a 
sustained period of time. For example, children use their vivid imagination to make 
up stories using small toy characters, and change the tone of their voice to 
represent each one. They have an excellent understanding of emotional literacy as 
they talk about how each character is feeling. Children persevere to solve 
problems. They work out how to adjust and carefully position parts of a marble 
run, to enable the marbles to smoothly roll down the ramps. 

Children behave well. They listen to each other's ideas and take turns in group 
games. Children know to hang their personal belongings on the cloakroom rack 
and help to tidy up what they have finished playing with. 

Children are exceptionally confident and show a high level of self-esteem. They 
proudly show the inspector the biscuits they have decorated, and explain how they 
have created new colours by mixing different coloured icing together. Children talk 
about how much they enjoy attending the club and say that the staff are 'friendly 
and fun to play with'. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children enjoy participating in a wide range of activities. They particularly relish 
developing their creative skills. For example, they make dough and use this to 
create intricate cupcakes. Children use fresh herbs to perfect their designs, 
which stimulates their senses. Staff ensure that children have ample 
opportunities to be active, both indoors and outdoors, in all weathers. Children 
burst into dance when they hear their favourite song playing and run around 
outdoors, working together to find objects as part of a scavenger hunt.

n Staff know children well and gather essential information from parents when 
children start, to help them settle quickly into the club community. The effective 
key-person system in place supports children to feel emotionally secure. Children
welcome staff's warm interactions in their play. The environment is well 
organised and activities fully consider children's individual interests and requests.
Children have good opportunities to play quietly and relax in the cosy area 
should they wish to. 

n Staff support children to learn the importance of being healthy and to follow 
good hygiene routines. Fresh fruit is consistently available for children, and staff 
provide healthy meals and snacks. Staff encourage children to wash their hands 
regularly prior to eating, after using the toilet and playing outdoors. However, 
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the provider recognises the need to improve the facilities for younger children to
be able to dry their hands independently. 

n Parents speak highly about their children's experiences at the club. They say 
how their children talk fondly about the staff and how excited their children are 
to attend. Parents describe the staff as 'energetic and engaging'. The provider is 
reflective on the service the club offers. She regularly seeks feedback from 
parents and children and uses this information well to recognise potential areas 
for improvement.

n The manager and staff consistently support children's good behaviour. Staff 
praise and encourage children's efforts to help build their self-esteem. Children 
are polite and follow the club rules and boundaries. Older children and staff are 
positive role models. All children play harmoniously together and show respect 
for one another.  

n The club is a valued part of the school community. Children benefit from the 
strong links with the host school. Staff work in partnership with colleagues at the
school to share information about the children in their care. This ensures that 
staff continue to meet their needs after the school day and relevant information 
is shared with parents when they collect their children from the club. Children 
are very clearly at the heart of everything that staff do.

n Staff benefit from a variety of training opportunities to help develop their 
knowledge and skills. They receive regular supervision meetings which help 
support them to continue to build on their good practice.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is a high regard for children's safety at the club. Staff use their risk 
assessments well to provide children with a safe and secure environment. They 
conduct regular headcounts throughout the day to ensure that children are 
accounted for at all times. There are good arrangements to ensure children are 
collected by known and authorised adults. Staff and the provider have a secure 
knowledge of the possible signs that a child is at risk of harm and the correct 
action to take. The provider understands her responsibilities to report any concerns
about a child to the school and other agencies promptly. There are robust 
recruitment arrangements to ensure staff are suitable for the role.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2551559

Local authority West Northamptonshire

Inspection number 10215744

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 61

Name of registered person Ousley, Louise

Registered person unique 
reference number 2551558

Telephone number 07786832745

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Kingsthorpe Grove club registered in 2019. The club employs four members of 
staff, all of whom hold appropriate childcare qualifications at level 2 or above. The 
club opens Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 8.45am and from 3.10pm to 6pm 
during term time. Additionally, it opens from 7.30am to 6pm during most school 
holiday periods. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lorraine Pike

Inspection report: Kingsthorpe Grove
17 August 2022 4



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector observed activities and the interaction between staff and children, 
both indoors and outdoors.

n The inspector held a meeting with the provider to talk about how the club is run 
and to check that all legal requirements are met.

n The inspector reviewed relevant documentation, including evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the club and paediatric first-aid certificates.

n The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection, and considered verbal and written feedback from parents.

n A tour was completed with the provider to discuss how the provision is 
organised.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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