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This policy should be read in conjunction with the DfE non-statutory “Advice on admission 
of summer born children” Dec 2014 and the online published admissions information from 
Northamptonshire County Council (NCC). 
 
Aims 
 
This policy is to help parents and Kingsthorpe Grove Primary School ensure a consistent 
and fair approach to considering parental applications for deferring a place for their child 
who is born in the summer term and parents feel is not ready to start school in the typical 
year that they turn the age of compulsory school age as set out in section 8 of the 
Education Act 1996 and The Education (Start of Compulsory School Age) Order 1998. 
 
 
Admissions process 
 
Currently the admissions authority for Kingsthorpe Grove Primary School is 
Northamptonshire County Council.  They publish their advice online and this policy will 
need to be updated as and when they update their advice, if this is before the biannual 
review of this policy.  A link to their online advice will be made on the admissions page of 
the school website. 
 
For the purposes of this policy, and in keeping with NCC guidance, Kingsthorpe Grove 
Primary School determines a summer term birth as any child who is born after the Easter 
holiday of the year they should normally start school. 
 
Currently NCC requires parents to make an application to defer entry by the 1st of 
December in the year that parents would normally make applications for their child to start 
school. 
 
Reasons for requesting a deferment 
 
The school considers that it makes and can make any necessary arrangements to meet 
the needs of a wide variety of children, and we have demonstrated this over the years. The 
school already differentiates the work and support it offers to children who are summer 
born in Reception, and our evidence shows that these children make equally and in some 
cases, better progress to their peers. The school can also extend the part-time timetable 
for the child.  This can be agreed in writing before the child starts and allows the school 
and the parents to be flexible to meet the child’s needs.  Therefore, ordinarily, the 
school would wish to admit a child in the typical year that they would become 
statutory school age. 
 
However, Parents and carers may request a deferment if they believe that it would 
significantly impede or harm (physically or emotionally) the child.  The Parents/Carers 
must obtain written agreement from the headteacher, prior to applying to NCC. 
 
How to obtain the Headteacher’s agreement? 
 
In the first instant, parents/carers should arrange an appointment with the headteacher to 
raise any concerns they may have.  If it is agreed that it may be in the best interests of the 
child to have a deferred entry, the parents should then put their request in writing, with 
copies of any supporting evidence, addressed to the headteacher. This should be done no 
later than 1st November each academic year, to allow for the school to follow its processes 
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and to allow for any potential appeals to the governors about the headteacher’s decision 
before NCC’s deadline of 1st December. The headteacher will then respond in writing, 
within 5 working school days, setting out their decision to support or refuse the application.  
Where the headteacher refuses to agree to a parent/carer’s request, a full reason will be 
given. 
 
Evidence to support application or request 
 

The headteacher may take into account any evidence that parents may already have, such 
as medical information from a doctor (including where a child is premature) or if the child 
has any special educational needs from a relevant professional.  This may include advice 
from (but not limited to) Educational Psychology, Portage, Speech & Language, 
physiotherapist, or any other relevant professional.  It may also be that if the child attends 
a nursery or pre-school setting, that they may offer advice to support the headteacher in 
making a decision.  The school does not require parents/carers to obtain any advice they 
do not already have. 
 
Warnings 
 
It should be noted that parents may defer entry, but it is the decision of the headteacher as 
to what year group the child should enter the school.  The headteacher may decide that it 
would be better for the child to move straight into Year 1 and miss out Reception year. 
 
It should also be noted by parents, that whilst the school may defer entry, this does not 
mean that the child has priority over other children applying for entry in the next year.  So 
whilst the deferred child is not treated unfavourably, they may be further down the list of 
admissions criteria the following year, which may mean they miss out on a school place at 
Kingsthorpe Grove Primary school if it is over-subscribed the following year. 
 
Further warnings and more information about above can be found on Northamptonshire 
County Council’s admissions pages of their website. 
 
Appeals 
 
If parents feel that the headteacher has not taken into account professional support advice 
on a deferred entry to school and not applied this policy correctly, they can then follow the 
school’s complaints procedures and appeal to the governing body. 
 
However, parents do not have a right to appeal a decision not to defer through an 
independent admission appeal panel.  This is because the appeals process is purely to 
consider admission to a particular school, not if it is not in the year group they would like. 
 
Reporting to governors 
 
The headteacher will report to the governor’s Standards Sub-committee any requests for 
deferring entry and the outcome. 
 


